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Heather Betts 

Visual Artist 

Heather Betts was born in Sydney, Australia in 1962.  She gained her Bachelor of Fine Arts at the City 
Art Institute, studying cello and visual arts. Moving to Berlin in the 80’s she focused on the visual arts, 
gaining an MA at the Hochschule der Künste in Berlin. She currently spends her time between 
Melbourne and Berlin. 

One of the major inspirations behind her work is classical music, it provides a continual backdrop and 
force behind her whole working process. Her paintings are developed in series, many of which have 
been inspired by operas or dramatic musical compositions, there is a performative aspect to the 
paintings as the figures come to life through the narratives and personae, as well as the artist’s own 
experience.  

Her fascination with the basic human instincts is the basis of her paintings. Her belief that throughout 
time, what drives us doesn’t change much and that we can therefore relate to Hamlet or Socrates as 
we can our own friends or family.  

What is a man? – the title of a Betts painting and a quote from Hamlet is central to her work. What 
makes a man or woman and what differentiates him from a beast. Her answer is the freedom to 
decide, to make considered decisions.  

Through colour and richness of texture, her pieces are sculptural, using sand, hair and breathtaking 
fabrics, her figures come to life in her paintings.  

Betts works alongside her husband Brett Dean, composer and conductor. Summer 2017 sees the 
premiere of a new production of Hamlet at Glyndebourne composed by Dean, and Hamlet an 
exhibition of work by Heather Betts at Shapero Modern, Mayfair. 


